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Background 
This document contains extracts from the outcomes of HOD 53-2017 (12-13 December 2017, Helsinki, 
Finland) and HELCOM 39-2018 (5 March 2018, Brussels, Belgium) of relevance for PRESSURE. The document 
also contains brief information about the meetings of groups subordinated to PRESSURE. The outcome of the 
Ministerial Meeting 2018 in Brussels has been submitted separately in document 2-1. 

 

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to take note and make use of the information in the PRESSURE 8-2018 work. 



PRESSURE 8-2018, 2-4 
 

 

Page 2 of 5 
 

Outcomes of other meetings relevant to PRESSURE 

53rd Meeting of the Heads of Delegation 
 

BONUS 

2.27 The Meeting took note of the joint conclusions from the HELCOM-BONUS workshop held on 6 

November 2017 in Stockholm, Sweden, and selected results by the BONUS projects on the issues of 

biodiversity protection and MPAs, nutrients, social and economic analysis as well as climate change 

presented at the workshop (document 2-2). 

2.29 The Meeting further recognised the relevance of BONUS results, such as on the importance of 

including genetic diversity in biodiversity management and on assessing effects of different scenarios of 

climate change to nutrient loads and suggested to aim at utilizing the results in the strengthening of the 

implementation of the BSAP and in the BSAP update.  

2.30 The Meeting welcomed the third BONUS symposium “Sustainable ecosystem governance 

under changing climate and land use in the Baltic Sea region” planned to take place 14-16 March 2018 in 

Gdansk, Poland. 

Underwater noise 

3.1 The Meeting recalled that HOD 52-2017 agreed on the “HELCOM Input to the process of 

establishing environmental targets for underwater noise” pending the clarification of the study reservations 

by Germany and Russia. The Meeting also recalled that Germany has lifted their study reservation after 

providing specific comments to the documents and reaching an expert agreement on the document in 

HELCOM EN-NOISE on 16 August 2017.  

3.2 The Meeting took note that Russia needs some additional time to clarify their study 

reservation on the document and will inform on their national position by 31 January 2018. The Meeting 

clarified that if Russia lifts their study reservation the document can be considered as approved. 

3.3 The Meeting requested the Secretariat to streamline terminology, specifically use of 

“underwater sound” and “underwater noise”. 

Pressure 

3.34 The Meeting discussed the principles of reallocation of extra reduction to evaluate the 

progress towards national reduction targets (document 3-8). 

3.38 The Meeting invited Germany and Denmark to consider and agree on the principle 8 in the 

format of intersessional consultations and continue discussion at HELCOM 39-2018 with an intention to come 

to an agreement on the use of the extra reduction for the assessment. 

3.41 The Meeting discussed the two options for policy messages on assessment of progress 

towards national nutrient input targets (document 3-9) taking into account the considerations on reallocation 

of extra reduction. 

3.43 The Meeting decided to continue discussion on the policy messages at HELCOM 39-2018 with 

an intention to agree on the assessment results. 

3.45 The Meeting approved the draft document on sources and pathways of nutrient inputs (source 

apportionment), agreed on its publication and thanked PLC team for the work done. 
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3.47 The Meeting considered the draft assessment of nutrient input by seven biggest rivers 

(document 3-11-rev) as one of the PLC-6 products. The Meeting took note that this is a new PLC product and 

decided that the product should be further elaborated by the PLC-6 group. 

3.50 The Meeting agreed that the updated product based on the comments will be further 

considered by PRESSURE 8-2018 and submitted to HOD 54-2018 for approval. 

HELCOM institutional and organisational matters 

4.3 The Meeting took note of the information on the approval by the Heads of Delegation of the 

recommendation by the recruitment panel (established based on HOD 51-2016, para 7.6) and appointment 

of Mr. Markus Helavuori for the post of HELCOM Professional Secretary for Maritime, Response and Fish 

groups initially for three years as from 1 March 2018. 

Any other business 

5.8 The Meeting supported the planned discussion on the local BSAP and involvement of 

municipalities into implementation of the BSAP at the Baltic Sea Day. The Meeting also welcomed the 

information to make recommendations of the Forum available for the HELCOM society. 

39th Meeting of the Helsinki Commission 
 

Underwater noise 

3.1 The Meeting considered HELCOM input to the process of establishing environmental targets 

for underwater noise (document 3-5). 

3.2 The Meeting took note that the study reservation by Russia remains on the document. Russia 

is of the view that the need for further scientific knowledge should be stressed in the document and that 

economic interest should be taken into account.   

3.3 The Meeting clarified that the document in its current form already recognizes the need to 

revisit the document as more knowledge becomes available. 

3.4 The Meeting took note that Russia is prepared to approve of the document with some further 

revisions which will be forwarded to the Secretariat and concluded that the document will be reconsidered 

at the next meeting of HOD. 

Nutrient reduction targets 

3.9 The Meeting considered the policy message on progress towards nutrient reduction targets 

(document 3-3). 

3.10 The Meeting took note of the information by Germany and Denmark that no solution has been 

found regarding the formulation of principle 8 of the methodology to reallocate extra nutrient reduction 

between neighboring sub-basins. The principle 8 states that based on the precautionary approach, extra 

reductions cannot be used to purposely increase inputs to a sub-basin. The Meeting took note of the position 

of Denmark that the decision on re-allocation of extra reduction is to be taken by each country nationally, 

thus Denmark keeps reservation on principle 8. The Meeting took note that Germany is of the view that re-

allocation should be allowed in some instance but that this should not affect the nutrient input ceiling to the 

sub-basins and could only be realized based on the package of principles, including principle 8. 

3.11 The Meeting recalled that, based on the 2013 HELCOM Copenhagen Declaration, the re-

allocation of extra nutrient reduction is an opportunity and not an obligation and that is it up to the countries 
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if they wish to apply re-allocation. The Meeting agreed that further re-allocation should only be used in the 

CART follow-up if based on commonly agreed methodology and principles. 

3.12 The Meeting agreed to publish the policy message with no re-allocation included and decided 

that the discussion on principles for re-allocation of extra nutrient reduction will continue in the Pressure 

Working Group with the aim to resolve the principles during the update of the BSAP at the latest. 

Activities of the Commission during 2017 and contributions to the work of the Helsinki Commission 

4.4 The Meeting took note of the Civil Society Declaration on Ecosystem Health of the Baltic Sea 

submitted by CCB (document 4-1) which reflects position of the BSR grass-root environmental NGOs on the 

state-of-play with implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan and the proposed 2018 Brussels Ministerial 

Declaration.  

4.6 The Meeting took note of the WWF Baltic Sea Action Plan Scorecard 2018 (document 4-2) that 

assesses the progress by the nine Baltic Sea coastal countries against the Baltic Sea Action Plan commitments. 

Other institutional and organisational matters of the Commission 

5.5 The Meeting took note of the draft priorities of the Finnish HELCOM Chairmanship 2018-2020 

(document 5-4) including the focus on leading the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan, development of a 

follow-up system for the reduction of nutrient inputs, formulating a regional nutrient recycling strategy, 

understanding the role of the Baltic Sea in the global carbon cycle, and creating strong links between the UN 

Agenda 2030 process and HELCOM work.  

5.6 The Meeting considered the applications for observer status to HELCOM by Race For The 

Baltic, Waste Free Oceans Foundation and Baltic Sea Action Group (document 5-3) and granted observer 

status to these organizations. 

Meetings of groups subordinated to PRESSURE 

Fourth Meeting of the Expert Network on dredging/depositing operations at sea (HELCOM EN 

DREDS) 

The themes of the meeting were: 

 Draft analysis of reported data on handling of dredged material at sea in 2015; 

 The use of the data on dredging/depositing operations at sea to assess pressure for BSPI 2018. 

Third Meeting of HELCOM Correspondence Group on Pharmaceuticals 

The themes of the meeting were: 

 HELCOM pre-core indicator on diclofenac; 

 Draft guideline for reporting of data on veterinary. 

Second Meeting of the Seventh Baltic Sea Pollution Load Compilation (PLC-7) Project 

Implementation Group 

The agenda of the meeting included finalizing of the PLC-6 project and delivery of its products and current 

progress in implementation of PLC-7. 

Meetings of HELCOM Reduction Scheme Core Drafting Group 

 RedCore DG 18A-2017 

 RedCore DG 18B-2017 

 RedCore DG 19-2017 



PRESSURE 8-2018, 2-4 
 

 

Page 5 of 5 
 

Working meeting of HELCOM EN-Noise 

A working meeting of HELCOM EN-Noise was held on 2 February 2018 as an online meeting to discuss the 
upcoming work of the network in relation to the finalisation of the HELCOM Guidelines for monitoring 
continuous noise and improvement of the regional monitoring sub-program of continuous noise for its 
submission to the next meeting of the State & Conservation Working Group (to be held in May 2018).  

Working meeting of HELCOM EN-Marine Litter 
A working meeting of HELCOM EN-Marine Litter was held on 28 February 2018 as an online meeting to discuss 

and agree on Lithuanian comments in relation to the draft HELCOM Guidelines for monitoring beach litter to 

be submitted for final approval by the upcoming meeting of the State and Conservation Working Group. 

 

https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/UNDERWATER%20NOISE-105/Meetings/Memo%20of%20the%20meeting%20of%20the%20HELCOM%20EN_Noise_2_2_2018.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/MARINE%20LITTER-92/Beach%20litter%20pre%20core%20indicator/Memo%20on-line%20meeting%20HELCOM%20EN-ML_28_2_2018.pdf

